Beachburg Pastoral Charge
Worship Service for August 29", 2021

Welcome

Well, this is the last Sunday in August and | can’t quite figure out
where the summer has gone. As the days get shorter and | begin to
notice a couple of trees that have already starting to turn colour, |
know that fall is just around the corner. So, | am a bit saddened as
this is likely the last Sunday that | will come to you from the Bunkie
but | am also heartened by the fact, as we enter my favourite time of
year, that we are getting closer to once again gathering in person as
a church community.

In today’s scripture we look at the Nathan the prophet’s interaction
with King David so let us begin with a Call to Worship based on the
145" Psalm which is attributed to King David

Call to Worship

Come let us celebrate, let us praise the Lord as long as we live.

Let us sing praises unto God. For Joyous are those who have called
upon the name of the Lord. The Lord lifts up those who call out in
faith. For who has not called upon the Lord’s name in the middle of
the night. And he has heard our cries and by his favour we are lifted
from the pit.

The Lord watches over all and upholds the weak and sick.

And We praise the Lord for his constant presence.

Our Lord has turned our mourning into dancing.

To you O Lord we will give praise and thanksgiving.

Opening Prayer

Lord, we come before you today to stop and take a deep breath in
your presence. We come in the midst of life with its struggles of
health issues and family pressures. We come to be re-energized,;
seeking knowledge, friendship, healing and peace. For whatever
reason we find ourselves here Lord, may we be open to you and to
others around us, so that we may experience your love and will. In
your Holy name, Amen.
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Today | have uincluded, some songs that wirere recoroed
back i May by the Beachburg band of Heatirer, Jean,
Ruby, Barry and Jim, wio | kinow- are eager to- get back
to- ovr L persone gathvering So- Let wy enjoy their opening
number “How- Long Has It Been?”’

Scripture Reading- 2 Samuel 11:27b -12:23

27 After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his
house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing
David had done displeased the LORD.

12 The LorD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said,
“There were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other

poor.2 The rich man had a very large number of sheep and

cattle, 3 but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he
had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children. It
shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was
like a daughter to him.

4“Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained
from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the
traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that
belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come
to him.”

® David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As
surely as the LoRrbD lives, the man who did this must die! ® He must
pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and
had no pity.”

"Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the
LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘l anointed you king over Israel, and |
delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8| gave your master’s house to
you, and your master’s wives into your arms. | gave you all Israel and
Judah. And if all this had been too little, | would have given you even
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more. °Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is
evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and
took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the
Ammonites. 1° Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your
house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the
Hittite to be your own.’

11“This is what the LORD says: ‘Out of your own household | am going
to bring calamity on you. Before your very eyes | will take your wives
and give them to one who is close to you, and he will sleep with your
wives in broad daylight. *? You did it in secret, but | will do this thing in
broad daylight before all Israel.”

13Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.”

Nathan replied, “The LoRD has taken away your sin. You are not
going to die. * But because by doing this you have shown utter
contempt for the LORD, the son born to you will die.”

15 After Nathan had gone home, the LoRD struck the child that Uriah’s
wife had borne to David, and he became ill. ¢ David pleaded with
God for the child. He fasted and spent the nights lying in sackcloth on
the ground. " The elders of his household stood beside him to get
him up from the ground, but he refused, and he would not eat any
food with them.

18 On the seventh day the child died.

David’s attendants were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for
they thought, “While the child was still living, he wouldn't listen to us
when we spoke to him. How can we now tell him the child is dead?
He may do something desperate.”

19 David noticed that his attendants were whispering among
themselves, and he realized the child was dead. “Is the child dead?”
he asked.

“Yes,” they replied, “he is dead.”
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20 Then David got up from the ground. After he had washed, put on
lotions and changed his clothes, he went into the house of the LORD
and worshiped. Then he went to his own house, and at his request
they served him food, and he ate.

21 His attendants asked him, “Why are you acting this way? While the
child was alive, you fasted and wept, but now that the child is dead,
you get up and eat!”

22 He answered, “While the child was still alive, | fasted and wept. |
thought, ‘Who knows? The LORD may be gracious to me and let the
child live.” 2 But now that he is dead, why should I go on fasting? Can
| bring him back again? | will go to him, but he will not return to me.”

Risking Honesty / Lets Have Lunchv

In today’s reading we meet a man called Nativan wiro- s

willing fo- risk being honest; and to- crificize tHe king. In
Hie versesy preceding Hhuy reading from 204 Saumuel Uy e

familior story wiere, King Darvid wses iy royal power to-
tfake Bothshebo, and has one of iy hatehet men arrange
for Hhe munrder of her hnshand, Uriade tive Hittite

What we kinow- about Nativan was that he was a propivet
sent by the Lovd hvimself becaunse of the seriowsness of
Donidly sins: I contrast to- today’s propiets of doom, wio-
tend to- predict an escalating sotial crisis, prophets un
the Bible, do- not foretell the future, so- munciv ay tirey
deliver a message from God for the present day. Propietsy
were the conseience of sotiety.
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Preshyterian theologlan Fred Buechner writes: -

The prophety were drunk on Godl, and un Hre presence
of that terrible tHpsiness no- one way ever comfortable.
Withe o total lack of toet tivey roowed ot against the
phoniness and corrunption wirerever they found Hem.
They were tive tervor of kings and priests ... There v no
extdence to- suggest that anyone ever asked o propiret
home for supper more Hian once.

I Hhe verses preceding today’s passage, we watch,
stuwnned,, as Donid doey wiratever pleases him. He
ohviowsly does not count on the diypleaswre of God, or
the propivetic word of Natiran,

It seems that just about every king seems to- have had o
propivet to- be a tihorn i vy fleshv and help keep Ivim
honest: King Danvid had Nativan. Dasid had successfully
gotten rid of Urtav the Huttute by assigning him to- front
Une duty wirere e woy soon pieked off by enemy
smdpers. After o suitaple period, of mourning wirich un
Judausm » called Shviva, Danid proceeded to- marry
Uriadv's gorgeowns young widows Batirvyheba.

The honeymoon had hardly stourted rolling before
Natran come arownd. to- descripe o hardsihip cose e
Hrought Daatd mught want to- do- sometiving abowut:
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There were these two- men, Nathan said, one of them a
g - time rancier withv flocks and hherds of just abowt
everytivng Hrot has four legy and o toul and Hre otiver a
small tume subsistence type witiv just Hus one lamdy he
was too- soft hearted even to- Hhunk abouwt un ferms of
chops ande mint jelly. He had b liaing at home witiv
himself and He kids, and he gotto- He point wirere e
even et U Lo midks owt of s own cereal bowl and sleep
ot the foot of iy bed.

Then one day the ranciher had a friend divop un
unexpecteddy for a meal and, instead of taking
sometiung out of iy oww overstuffed freezer, he got
somepodly to- go- over and. commandeer Hie poor man’sy
lamb wirich e and iy friend covsmmed witiv a
gornishv of rovst pototoes and new- peas.

Wihew Nathan way finisied, Darid it the roof: He saio
onybody wio’d pudl o stunt Like thot ouglt to- be taken
out and shot: Then un hiy judicial position ay King he
probobly realized Hiot capital punishuwnent for robhery

was not auntrorized wnder Judaie law- so- Dot argues

that at tive very least e ought to- be made to- gwe back

fowr tumes wirat He lam wos wortiv. And wivo- was the
greedy, thuiering slotr anywoy, Doatde wondted to- kinow
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“Take a look un Hre mirror the next fime yowre near
one,’ Natiraw saio It wos only the opening Hhwwst: By the
tume Nativan way Huwoughv, U was all Daartdl couda do-
Just to- piek wp the receiver and tell Room Service to- get
o StUff drinks wp to- the bridal suit

We make choices as we intferpret a Biblical text: This
morning, | choose to- Look at wirat | wowrld call risky
stotementy made by thaee of the leading characters.
When yow make a stotement like Hilsy yow learve yourself
vidineraple, yow expose yourself to- risk by speaking
honestly.

Sometiumes U Uife, we are afraid to- risk honesty, becaunse
we never kinow- wivat might happen once we wtter an
honest word - or maybe we know all fo- well wiat will
happen. We may be putting our Uife, owr job, owr
relatiovusiup o the lne by being honest:

Well let ws Listen ay the thuree leading clhavactersy un owr
seriptunre speak honestly:

Bathsihehba sayy: “I am pregnont!”’
Natihaw saysy: “Yow are thhe mant’’
Daoatd sayy: “l hanve sunnedt”’
Not every man responds withv joy and cigars, to- o wife or
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v Hus case, o gurl friend, wiro annownces - 'm
pregnant! Yow might say what else s o woman to- say. If
she U, she (s Andl UF Bt just ver doung. | donw't kinows,
bt | suspect there are many nstaunces of hesitation,

even fear v annouwncing o pregnancy. Wl e run? Wil
he have regrets? WUL he stUL Love me? A very real risk
tokew by Bathsirebho

Natiran tokes a lhurge rusk i confronting Daaid, exen
Hrouglh he wses a beavtiful psycihological techumnigue -
tell o story and hope Hrat the person sees themselyes unv
the story. Let them react; and Hren yow just confirm
their observation. Not o bad strategy for dealing witiv
yowr chuildren, or yowr porents, your friends across He
bock fence. It v maybe not ay honest ay durect
confrontotion, but U sure helps people like Nativan
wiose career and very Uife might depend on Danidly
reaction to- Nathanly criticism: He coulol be flred,
gnored, even killed

But periraps on evew greoter risk b taken by Dasiol |
hoae sinned. Do yow see that Here b stUL sometiving
good. Left i Danid Godb had called and Godl lhhad chosen
i for o purpose. Doartd sees U Hily moment of
recognition that he cannot by off or banisiv or muaoer
Nativan. He cannot evenw ignore Iim, or remain wnmoveo
by tie prophet's words.
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Daaid seesy in thiy moment of recognition that he s
respovsible, and that he hay to- stourt acting responsibly -
as o man, and as o king. Ol sure, we might say Uy too
Uttle, too late, Danvid. Where were yow un earlier i
chapter 11?2 What were yow thinking? My Godr man,
what were yow thanking wien yow took Bathusleba?

And wirat about this vengefuld God that Ly untroduced v
verse 14?7 One wiho Uy willing fo- sacrifice Danvidly son, a
God that flies i tie face of owr all loving, all forgiving
God? Ow Hhe surface we may think Hat Darid oy
faded tive test; Hhat vy actions are too- Uttle, too- late,
bt iy enduring repentonce and. supplicotion un He

In real Uife, un Life deseribed un Hrese ol stories, un life
lved wn religlons faitiv, Ut b never too- Uttle, and never
too- late, fo- speak, to- confess, honestly.

Not that risking Ihonesty will solve all owr problems:
Danid doey not get off scot free. Confession does not wipe
the slate clean. He will bear Hhe scary of this encounter
the rest of iy Life, ay will Bathusieba. David will end
w o beaten and broken—-hearted old man, feehple, frol,
shivering un iy bed, iy teetiv chattering. The furst
chapter of 1t Kingy tellsy ws they will searciv the
kingdow for the youngest, most beawntiful young woman
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they can funok She will snuggle wp beside him v iy
bed, under the covers, but wll not be able to- bring hum
warmti.

But for the moment; David can live. For the moment,
Daoartdl comn begun anenws

| Hhank that Daavidly risk v un some woys the greatest,
becanse no- one kinowsy wiat wll happen wiren we make
a confession

If yow go-to- a chiddl, to- o pavent; to- a spowse, a friend, a
neighpour, to- Godl, and. say ‘| was wrong. I'm sorry’, yow
are potentlally opening youwrself to- e greatest adientire
that life hay to- offer. A new life. A new relationsiip:

Thats wirat Hus sermon shoudd be about The rest s
window- dressing. God iy o Godl of forgweness, and
forges endlessly wiren we are honest:

Nows | coulel just come right out now and ask yow
drectly, and yow could ask me ‘Are yow going to- make
oy kind. of honest confession to- God or to- anotirer
hamann being iy week? Are yow going to- risk honesty
tHhis weeks?’

But unstead of putting wy on the spot, let me use
Natirarwy metirod and funisiv withv a story. By telling o
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story, we con each reflect on Hhe story’s trutv This fall
we are planning a college revunion witiv my budoies
wio graduated from antation techunology 40 years ago-

Unfortunately, we will be missing my friend Keviun wivo
ded 11 yearsy ago- un o drownang accloent:

A tragedy one not wnlike Doaid had to- face witiv the
Loss of iy sone. An incldent that ot the fime hao us
angry ot God,, confused over the purpose of our friend’s
deativ. How-odid | deal witiv s lose ot tive Hime? The
arswer was fo- come U e memory of an honest
confrontation thot | had withv Kevuw during ouwr college
years:

Yow need. to- kinow- that during owr college days, as well
v later years on Hie golf course, | was always un
covstont competiflon witr Kevine Whether oF was one
wrutfen exams, or competing for Hhe best mark on a
flying test; or trying to- get each other Lost wirile flying
of Sault Ste Marie, Here alwayy seemed to- be a level of
wusmnolly heoted debote after a troining sessiove he
said, ‘Lets go-to- lunchu | want to-talk. Being a poor
college student | sald, Yo buyur’? He said, Yeai. Come

own.’
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We went to- a Purple Loantern restonvont; sot down ano
got o menan: Ay | eyed tHhe most expensive Hung on the
merun,. the covwersation, uv a nnfsivell, went ke Hus.
He said, ‘U, yow kinow how we're always on opposite
sides of every ssue” And | said, ‘I kinow:’

And Keyin sald, ‘And I'm alwoys hoping that yow will
smantens up and yow newver oo’ And | said, ‘I kinows |
keep waiting for yow to- do- the same!’

He said, ‘I've come fo- the conclumsion that Uty going to- be
Hws way from now-on.’ | sadd, ‘| Hunk yolre right

And thew e said, ‘But | want yow to- kinow- that | valune
yow as a person ond how owr relatlovusivip makesy me a
better person.’ And at that point | chhoked on my beer.

| nenver dreamed that he woudd say such a Hhung.

And | never direamed that suelv a Huing would meain so-
muciv to- me. But uf diodl and e did.

His honesty formed. a bond Hat wos to- define owr
Friendsiip: Thisy morning | find myself reflecting and
osking ‘Who-do- | need to- take to- lunceh?’

Whho- do- yow need to- take to- luinchh? Amen
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Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

Almighty God we come into your presence with a honest and humble
heart, asking that you hear our prayers.

May we continue to pray for an uphold our loved ones on that are on
minds today, especially for those who we feel there is nothing more
we can do. May they be found by a love that empowers and upholds
them. May they be found by Your love.

Hear the cries of those who are burdened by illness,

by sadness,

by loss of security,

by a weariness that drains the joys of life.

May they discover again what it is to be known by your love.
Gracious God, Hear the names we have in our hearts. The loved
ones we care for and worry about as we bring their names to you in
silence.

Precious God we thank you for your presence and for your
understanding. With love and affection we pray that you will walk with
those we love and with us, helping us to show others how we have
been touched by the love of Jesus Christ.

We rest now in the assurance of your love as Creator of all that is
good, and may we be enlivened to participate in Jesus' work of
reconciliation on behalf of all the world, as we share in his eternal life,
here and now, and forevermore. we pray all this in the name of Jesus
who taught us to pray Our Father who art in heaven

Well witiv e uwnsettled weather tive last couple of
days ande withv the hope Hhat your area receives some
needed rain | leanve yow withv one of my fovouwite
classic hyming performed by the band. “Showery of
Blessingy’”’

As | howe mentioned | wll be on holidays next week
and look forward to- meeting yow at ovr worship BBQR
ot our home on Hazley Bay. Unfil we meet again.
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