BEACHBURG PASTORAL CHARGE
Worship Service, August 15", 2021

Welcome

Good morning. Well, | couldn’t do a lakeside service this summer
without covering today’s scripture from the book of Mark where Jesus
calms the storm on the sea of Galilee. | can say that only once in my
60 years on this lake have, | ever been caught in a storm like the one
described in today’s scripture and feared for my life. | was 13 years
old and was out in the big end of the lake and a 40 knot wind from the
west had produced 3-4 foot swells that threatened my 12 foot
aluminium boat, but by the grace of God’s presence my limited
abilities at the helm pulled me though.

Although today the waters are serine, this past week these waters
mimicked those same patterns that we see throughout our life,
intense storms followed by periods of calms seas, hopefully knowing
that at all times Jesus is in the boat with us. So let us come together
in prayer as we seek that calm reassurance in our life.

Opening Prayer

Mighty God, you speak a word of peace to calm our troubled sea;
Caring God, you nudge us away from fear and toward faith;
Ever-present God, you fill us with awe, but also raise many questions
with no easy answers;

Open our eyes to see you in our boat today,

Strengthen our hearts for the challenges that lie ahead,

Open our ears during this time to hear the word you speak.

This we pray, In Jesus’ name. Amen

Opening song

Let us now listen to Our opening song by the group Casting Crowns,
entitled “Praise You In This Storm”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YUGwUgBvTU

Scripture Mark 4:35-41 - Jesus Calms the Storm

35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go
over to the other side.” 3¢ Leaving the crowd behind, they took him
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0YUGwUgBvTU

along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with
him. 37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat,
so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a
cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you
care if we drown?”

39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be
stilll” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.

40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no
faith?”

1 They were terrified and asked each other, “"Who is this? Even the
wind and the waves obey him!”

Medifotion - Crossing fo- the otiver side

Many centuriesy ago- o boot lond of disciples feared for
Heir Unes as the calim sea of Galidee erupted and
tervorized Hem.

Or, U yow wowld like an tmage of calmer waters, one of
my fovourite guotations from Henwry Thoreow, (s,

A single booatman, passing wp or down, unavotdably
shakes the wirole of o wide river, and disturbs Uty
every reflection.

One good Hhuing abowt a churrciv commumnity v Hat we

get to- do- Hrat with and for eaci otiver - rowing wp and

doww the rivers of owr LUves. I+ v one of the good Hungy
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about the way chrchv oy changed over the years:

Ministers and. people realize that we are U this togetirer.
There W shhaking and disturbing of reflections, of lleas,
of attitundes and actions. Over Hhe years, | have been
affected by yow the people un our congregations as
hopefully yow have been affected by me. | have learned
o Lot from yow, as hopefully yow howe lLearned from me.

Throwghv the yearsy of interaction, we learw to- be tive
churci fogetiver. We survive becaunse we hhave been
willing to- work thingy out;, and becaunse we've been aple
to- trwst un the grace of Goodl wivo- cally eacih of wy to- do-
MUY v O oW Wy, Wlthv oudr ownw unigure gufts.
We lvanve not done U perfectly, but thew again, wivo-does?

One fme o number of yearsy ago- | hearo an ad on Hre
radio for a musical wiven | worked. un Toronto: I+ was
called, 1 Love yow: Yorlre Perfect - Now-Change! Arenit
yow glad tivat God doey not say Hrat to- ws as Godl cally uy
wto- the chunrcie andl sendy uy out to- the world - “I Love
yow: Yowre perfect: Now change?”’ And do- yow ever long
eagerly, as | do, thot we could learn to- deal witiv otiver
people witiv e same compassion as God dealsy witihv us?
WU we ever learn to-take anotiver person just as tivey

owre?

That Uttle pluase from Mark, the master of the tuny
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detally - just as e was - appearsy W our serypture
reading today. Mark Uy Hie one gospel writer wio-
wcludes the smallest of detoily uv iy stories: Jesws has
been feaching from the boot all day long. He'y tured,
exhawsted. So- wien evening comes, he says to- his

“Let wy go- across to- Hhe otiver side”’ Mark says, “And
lLearing tie crowd, they took him witiv hem, just as he
was, U the boot”’

Taking Jesus as he s means not manipulating him into-
owr lmage of who he iy and wirat he should do- If e
disciples thought they were going to- guiz him on the
povables he had been teaciing, forget abpout Ut

They wno- sooner housted thewr Wittle sall and were wnoler
way, when Jesus was fast asleep on a pllow- (again
Morlk’s Uttle detail) n the stern of Hhe boat:

| kinowthat | have trouble falling asleep wiren anyone
otier tHhan myself i driving the car. So-that wowld be
the wltumate un trust:

Jeasws folly asleep, leaning the crossing of the lake to- vy
friends. They knew-tive lake. Some of themwm were
fushermen. Wihot howve yow got to- worry about wien yow
ore ot withv a bunchv of fishermen?

| howve called Huy sermown, “Crossing over to-tie other
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stole”” | dodwlt mean for Ut to- sound Like o funeral
sermon It seemy Like a futtung thheme to- buidd o reflection
avrovndl,

Owne of Hhe keys to- this seripture Uy Hhat Jesus w tie one
who- says to- s disciples, “Let ws cross over to-tHhe ofiver
side”’ AW of ws make many significont crossings to-tire
other side v owr Ufetime. i 2010 | made one. Several
of yow hanve made Ut - crossing over unto-tire wild and
wonderful world of a new- votation and for some of yow
Hrat new- vocation may unclude retirement:

| was viewing some Youtube videos this week and | came
across a video from 1969 un wiricir Wooodly Allen was
unferviewung Bully Grahoam

Woody said, “Yow cowld connert me, yow kinows,
becavse 'm o pushover ... and f yow make ot
oppeoling enoughv and promise me some wownderful
afterlife withv a wirite robe and wingy ... | could go- for
I

BUly Gralram responded, “I cant promise yow tre
wingy ... bt | can promise yow o wonderful, exciting
Ufe”’ And Woodly Allen comes back witiv “Well one
wing maybe?”

Wihew | changed vocations, | didwt expect wings or
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halos, but | did Look forwoard to-the crossing (althougiv
withv some treploation). It coudd be a wonderful, exciting
fume,

But this iy ondy one of Ufe’s crossings: There are many
otihers, for example, when a young person crosses from
sehool unto- work; ar il from elementonry sehool ntor
high sehool; a person of any age crossing from being
single fo- getting married; to- hawving a baby, to- becoming
o povent or a grondporent: Crossing over y signifieant un
owr Ufe It 4 important also- for Mark: There ave several
crossings of the lake un Mark's Gospel.

These crossings are for specifie reasons: ln thuy crossng of
the Sea of Galilee, Hie reason for being n the boat, s to-
get to- the other side. It Ly not a private tume for teaching,
or a pleasmre cruise or anytiving else - simply to- get
ocross to- Hhe otiver siole.

But what'y on thve otier siole?

The Sea of Galilee, Hiey say, W geogrophically un the
centre of the country. On Hre one side, more or less, are
Jew s fowng and people, on Hre otiver, Gentile villages
and people.

Jesus Uy saying fo- hus diseaples tiat b tume to- cross
over o new terrutory, to-take owr message to- anotirer

worlo
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Chwrstians hhave alwayys believed un mission. We are
called to- foke the story to- otivers. Whaot crossing unto-
otiver tervruory U God calling wy now-to- make as o oot
Lond of people we call He chnreih? What s tivat otiver
world that iy waiting over there? Who- are Hivose people?

Jesws v calling wy as uindintdaly aond oy o charrchh, to-
cross over to- anotiver world, to- be withv anotirver kind of
people. | can't even imagne wihat the charce by going to-
howe to- look Uke as U triey to- respond and follow Chwrist
where he calls: We cant do- U andl won't do- Ut the way
we are. That'y frightening. That b the riing wp of the
seor beneotiv uy.

The dusciples, got part woy Huoughv Hhewr voyage and
were strek withouwt worning by a horrendows sform. Ay
water ypids uv over one gunanel, we can see Hheinr faitiv

Noel Cowawo oy a play colled Design for Living One
chavracter un U comploing thoat witihv all He vwentlons
of thisy magical age, notiving has been inwented to- create
guiet ano calm.

Whew storms it us as we are sailing along, Ut i easy to-

become terrifiec. We forget Jesus s n the boat witiv us

If we do remember, we wont to- wake hvim wp, to- accunse
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| wonder if sometimes Uf U would be better to- Let hvim
sleep: He has given us resources of faitiv We can el
eacih otiver. We can get Huwrouglh He storms by shariung
owr faith, and remembering that he is stll with us b
the boat:

And as we remerge we have the chance to- become oo
more vibrant churchu a wonderful opportunity to- use
YO oW resousces.

We hawve the chance to- awaken owr sleeping faitiv, and
Let U el ws as we cross over to-tie otiver swie learning
to- be the chuwrch b a different woay.

But yow will funde no-easy answers, no- easy grace. Did
yow notice that the disciples are even more terrifiecl
after Jesus calmy He storm Hhaw tihey were uv the midst
of the storm.

The story ends withv each wondering abowt e otfiver.
Jesuy wondering about Heir faitiv The disciples scarred
to- deativ, wonderung wiro Ly Hus man wivo- calms the sea,

The dusciples come Hurough Hus terrifying experience

realizing that they are Un e presence of a power

greater tHhanw the storm. They come tHhuwouglv not witiv
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arswers, but witiv o guestion, Who- s s, that even Hre

P sure we would all prefer avswers, wiren Wfe's storms
hit ws, or witen Uy our furne fo- cross over Unfo- new- anol
possibly frightening tervitory. But wustead of answers we
howve a guestioning and a growing faitiv. Who s thuis?
What does he mean for my Ufe? Where sy he calling me
to- go? It tokes comrage and faitiv to- ask and to- respond to-
s guestions:

These days we are living Huwoughv o call for calm wiren
we are tempted to- panie, for fautiv wiven swoallowed by
feor.

Speaking of faitiv, Barbora Brown-Taylor writes,

Faith i Like a rope bridge over a scenie govge, sturoy
but swinging back and fortiv, with plenty of light and
plenty of air but precious Litte to- hang on to- except
the stories yow howve heard: Hat U Uy Hie best and only
way across, that F b possible, Hat U wll bear your
weight:

AW yow hawne to- do- Ly believe n the bridge more Hhan
yow believe wv the gorge, but fortunately yow do- not
hawe to- believe v U all by youwrself: There are otirery
to- believe UF withv yow, and even some to- believe Ut for
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yow when owr own belief weary i They have
crossed the bridge alead of yow and are waiting on
the otirer side. Yow can talk to- them Uf yow Uike, as
yow step unto- the air, putting one foot alead of the
other, just that: just one step ot a time: If Jesus L wio
he says he U, Hhe bridge will hold. Thanks be to- Godl.

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

The worst storms, Jesus, are the ones caused by our fear,
when we grow afraid of losing our power,

or we grow suspicious of the power of others,

when we refuse to acknowledge your mysterious authority;

Yet, it's in the storm that we find our capacity to love.

In releasing our weak claim to power and opening to your reign,
we discover a new way of seeing ourselves -

as called and useful and beloved -

and the other, whoever they may be -

as dignified and precious and beloved.

Here in the storm, Jesus, we need you, and we need each other,
and the love you give us to share,

leads us through sacrifice and self-giving, to peace and calm,

if only we will lose our hold on fear.

O God, Keeper of our lives,

you know the hardness and gentleness of human hearts.
You call your people to faithful living.

Through the storms of life that bring

suffering and fear, joy and laughter,

teach us to turn to you for all we need,

so that we may come to know your presence

even in the midst of the trials that surround us.

Loving God, when we are inclined to worry or panic,
speak with authority to us.
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Speak directly through Jesus so that fears may be confronted
and our faith reinstated.

Through him and in him let us spend our days and nights
with the courage and peace of those who know

they are being saved and sustained

by an unflappable grace.

Eternal God as we ask that you accept our prayers through Jesus
Christ our Lord, we pray that from the grace we have received, what
we say and what we do will enable those around us to glimpse the life
of your Son, who calmed the storm with words which still echo down
through the centuries, ‘Peace be still’ and whose words of prayer
continue to calm us... Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as itis in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Song.
[ leave you now with our closing song entitled “Still”

performed by group Hillsong United.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=abDzMnlybgs

Have a Blessed Week. Until We Meet again.
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