Worship Service for Augqust 16", 2020
Lord It’s Hard To Be Humble

Welcome

Welcome back. | want to begin by thanking everyone who extended
their best wishes to Michele and | on our wedding Anniversary this
past Thursday. We are truly blessed.

With an abundant rain early in the week and some beautiful summer
days just past we can truly say that these are days the Lord has
made. So let us make each day a time for praise and prayer; a time
for gratitude and generosity.

This is the time God has given us:

a time for singing and silence; a time for speaking and listening.
This is the life to which God calls us:

a life of humility and service; a life of faith and trust, a life in which we
can be thankful for all of God’s blessings. Let Us Pray.

Opening Prayer
Dear God, we give you thanks for all the blessings we enjoy:
the beauty and abundance of nature,
the love of family and friends,
the joy of knowing you and hearing your word.
Send your Spirit during this time of worship
so we might dream your dreams
and see visions of the world as you created it to be.
Guide our thoughts and actions.
Bring us closer to you so that we might do your will
and dwell in your presence forever. Amen.

Song
Our opening hymn today supports our theme this week on our need

to humble ourselves in God’'s presence. The song is entitled “Make
Me A Servant” and is sung by the Mar-a-na-tha Singers. Please
enjoy.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6U80_WnPZY

Scripture: Luke 18:9-14 (NIV)

The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector

®To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked
down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 1 “Two men went up
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6U8O_WnPZY

to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. !
The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, | thank you that | am
not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like
this tax collector. 1?1 fast twice a week and give a tenth of all | get.’

13"But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look
up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a
sinner.’

14| tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified
before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and
those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

Sermone - “Lord £ Howrd To- Be Humbple’’

When | read today’s seripture for some reason thiy ol
Ol Lord (#'s hard to- be huwmble

Whew yowre perfect un every woy

| cant wait to- look i Hive minrror

‘Cuz | get better Lookinw eacih day

To kinow- me v fo- love me

| muwst be a hell of a maun

Ol Lordb 'y hard to- be huwmble

But I'm dowund Hre best that | con

Now- | guess yow can tell from that rendition Hiat I'm no-
Moac Doniy and 'm not sure | actnally kinow- anyone wiro
gets wp v e morning and singsy iy song, but | Hunk
we are ol trying to- do- Hre best Hat we can, and today’s
gospel story gwes uy some directiov

When Jesus called wy to- follow- i, e didindt give us a
Wst of personal gualities we were to- denvelop Uke thve
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Apostle Paul did later un iy letters: lvstead, Jesus tolo
stories, and these povabley that he tells, once we flgure
out the wnderlying theme, make U pretty ceor wiat
expected of ws Today's pavaiple on the Pharisee and tHhe
tax collector B a contumning example

Two- mewn went to- e temple to- proy. One woy
wyufferaiply arrogant; assuming himself to- be superior
to- ordinary people. The othver stood for off and huwmbly
acknowledged his sunfulness. Ity clear wirieh of these
two- character traity Jesus calls for wy to- adopt:

Among tre gualities Jesns thought appropriate for
hmany to- possess, Husy b one wiriche many howve a haro
flme withve Humility.

Now- yow can sort of measure how well yowre doing un
mattery Uke honesty and compassion and helpfulness.
But how- do- yow measumre your hawwmidity? Ity easy
enough fo- fell wien yowre not being haumbple, but how-
do- yow kinow- wiren yow are being humble?
Americomn poet Ralpiv Waldo- Emerson once saio Hhat “ A
great man by always willing to- be Ltte.”” And | Hhink
there i lies one problem wirenw U comey to- haumility. We
hove trouble v differentiatung tive difference between
“being WL’ and the act of belittling owr self:

We must understand tivat this U not wihat Jesus meant
or wirat God wanty: There s a gospel song wiie says, "O
to- be nothvng, nothvung." But welre not called to-be
nothing. Welre called to- be sometiving, somebody for Godl.

Page 3



Humility s not the same as belittlement: God created ws,
oande we do- not lhonor God by belitting Godls creation.
Owr selfirood Uy umportont to- God and so- Ut shhoudd be
umportant to- ourselves. Thiy v precisely wivy He second
great commandument; the one following "Yow should love
the Lovd your God witihv everytiving yow hawe," (s "Yow
shhouddl love your neighpor, "not " nstead of yourself,
but "ay yow love yourself:"

| saw o disturbing cartoon once wirich shhowed a man
standing wv front of s mirror wivle shhanving and
saying, "lIf yow are yowr own best friend, how-come yow
don't Uke yowrself any better than yow do?" Beuind the
huwmor was a distressing element of trutiv Hhat
somewhere along the lune he had heard Hiat e wasnt
supposed to- feel goodl about himself:

| wondered Uf e had. been subjected to- thisy notlon n
sermony that were mispreacied. Maybe the churee hhas
human godlikeness, that one reswdt b Hat some people
hawe Left the churche un fovor perlaps of o New Age
religlons o self help progroms tivat enabple them to- feel
better about Hhemselves.

Wihile | was searciing for this ministry position as well
os other tumes uv Hhe post Hhat | needed to- searci for o
Joir | found myself struggling wiile trying to- write up-
my resume. How- does one talk abowt owr own good
avrogont:
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False modesty is not Likely to- get yow a job: Ity one Hhing
to- boust about yowrself to- the worlds Ity sometiving guite
different to- respond honestly to- the question, "Why
shoouwld we hare youw?"

| Hunko U somedow poses the same dilemmar ay uv the
Mac Daris song that | tried to- sing earlier in that how-
does one balance a confldent attitude withv a
reqguirement to- remain huvmble.

| have always Uked St Viuncent de Paul words tHhat
“Humility b notiving but trutiv, and pride s notiving
bt lyng, but Be careful not fo- mustake wsecnrity and
nadequacy for haumility! Humidity has notiving to-do-
withv He busecre and nadeguate! Just Uke arrogance
has notiving to- do- withv greatness!”

When | am researciving o seripture to- preaciv on | Uke to-
check out o wel sife that connecty a painting fo-the
serypture verse. The pountung suggested. un connection to-
ovnr reading today was one called "The Presence n the
Midst' by J. Dale Penrose.

It shhows Hhe nterior of a great cathedial. Your attention
wiere bright candlelight dunminates the priests serving
Eucharst to- membery of the congregation. Thew yow
notice ot the bottom corner of the painting un the
shadowsy s o flgure of o person kneeling v repentance
altor. Ande next to- tiat huwmble figure n Hae shadows
stondls Jeswns. If Jesuns gy to- be found un that cathvedral, b
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wos not most importantly ot tie altor but ot the side of
o repentung sunney.

Why s Jesuns found there? Well, one reason v Hat the
repenting heart U more able to- receive Hre presence of
Chwrst Hhan Hhe arrogant one. But | Hunk there's anotiver
reason as well, and tiat U Hhat Jesus woanted Hhat
person to- understond ot ity doesnt need
humidiotion: Repenting for behavior doesnt mean o
apology for Uning.

The more | Hunk about this the more | realize wivy
Jesus by so- umportont fo- me. Andl U st just s
teachings, ay umportant as Hey were, Uy the wirole
manner of s life, the way he wos witiv people, iy
wasmally close relatiovsivip witiv Godl, so- close Hivat we
refer to- v as Godly Sow, iy confldence and counrage un
s mission. Jesus sees that the more haumble and
obedient to- God e s, Hie more wise and at peace e
will be un all Hhat e does.”

Jeswns gy Hhe best pleture God hay ever giwven ns

| can relote fo- o person muche more readidy than | con
relate to- an Lea or o concept or even a feaching. Ity
because of Jesus that | can relate personally to- Goodl and
kinow- Godl to- be one of compassion. Ity becanse of Hum
that | kinow- Godl Loves me fo- such a deptiv and so-
without condition Hiot there s nothving | can do- or say
or ik or feel or fall at Hvat will duminisiv Godlsy Love
for me.

Page 6



Some people miusunderstaned the Churistion Clhanrci to- be
o fellowshiyp of do—-gooders wivo- thunk of Hemselves as o
nofeh above everyone else. Nows | Huink most of us v the
churedv kinow- better than Hhat, but maybe that's anotirver
tihe world

Chharles Clayton Morrison Left usy witiv an ontfstanding
description of the Chured. He saio

The Clwutian Chuwdde u not ar society of untegrated
personalities, nor of phulosopirers, nor of mysties nor
even of good people. Ity o sotiety of broken personalities,
of memn and women witn troubled mindy, of people wivo
know- they're not good. The Clhwistian Chuwrev s a sotiety
of sunnery. It b the ondy society v the world unv wirich
membersiiye B based upon the single gualification that
the candidates shall be wnwortivy of membersip:

That'y a humbling definition of being o churrcih member
ond appropriotely so- It doesndt lead me to- o some
lofty moral status nor doesy Ut relegate me to- He dung
heap of fallire and worthlessness. It enaiples me to- be
guite honest about myself, botiv my fadunres and my

Owr calling, yours and mine, s to- become that kind of
huwmain being, to- become Churistiike. That doesn/t mean
we wourld all become carbon coplesy or Hrat all of ws wiro-
sougt to- be ke Jesms woudd be a fellowshup of
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I+ meany that each of uy wourld become Hre person Jesums
wowld be Uf e had owr personal hwistory, owr falents,
owr mitationy, and our possipilities.

| Hhink the late monk Thomas Merton Loentified tive
secret to- ity wiren e said, "Humility s being
precusely the person yow actually are un tive presence of
Godl," wiich to- me meany thot tive secret of ity s
not to- focuns on behawing v a certain woy bt to- foeuns
on the presence of Gool and. yourself being un Hrat
presence olways: Let uws thas weelk strive to- do- just that:
Thanks be to- Godl.

Let us pray a Prayer For Humility

So many voices trumpet their greatness, flaunt their power, squander
their wealth; and all too many of them do so in Jesus’ name.

Our world is broken daily by the foolish arrogance of men and
women; And so we pray for the healing of humility to flood
every corner of our world:

wherever there is exploitation and God-imaged people are

dehumanized;

wherever there is neglect and the needs of the poorest are ignored;

wherever there is disdain, and the sacred value of creatures and

earth are denied;

wherever there is violence,

and the gifts of difference and dignity are rejected.

Wherever people are tempted to think of themselves as better than

others, more worthy, more deserving, more important;

may your humility break in and challenge us,

reminding us of our brokenness and need,

teaching us to serve and to love everyone

with the grace and humility you show toward us.

We pray all this in Jesus name who taught us to pray saying:

Amen.
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We close owt today’s service witiv anothver number by tive
Mar -a~na~tHra Singery entitled Humble Yourself: Have a
Blesseo Week wntl we meet again

WHps.// youtwibpe/ =Y LxUIU72AM
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